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1. About this research practice 

Studying social and cultural anthropology, I took the opportunity to participate in a field 

research conducted by the University of Lucerne. The destination was Bohol, a middle-sized 

island in the Central Visayas in the Philippines. Since it has always been a particular interest of 

mine to learn about the means of transportation, my area of study was quickly set to be on the 

Jeepneys, a widespread form of public transportation throughout the Philippines. The research 

was conducted from January 1 to February 15, 2015, during which I lived with a local guest 

family in the barangay1 Alegria Sur in the outskirts of Loay. 

1.1 Aims 

The primary goal of this research was to get accustomed with the ethnographic methods. 

Implemented methods of research are mainly participant observation and interviewing as will 

be seen later. This paper is influenced by Güss & Tuason (2008), who examined the values, 

problems, worries, wishes and dreams of Filipinos by interviewing Jeepney drivers - people with 

low socio-economic status as they call it (ibid. 214 and 219). Furthermore, they analyzed 

Jeepney characteristics such as color and decorations. They limited their research to Luzon 

(North) and Mindanao (South) and recommended future studies to be undertaken in the 

Central Visayas, investigating the driver's interpretations of the decorations on their vehicles as 

well as the relationship between the driver and the owner (ibid. 233). 

This paper examines the decorations inside and the paintings outside of Boholano Jeepneys. It 

investigates the role of religion and culture in regard to Jeepney characteristics and tries to 

reveal the reasons for the choice of decorations and paintings. Moreover, it gives a detailed 

insight in the process of acquiring a Jeepney, the laws to obey and the fees to pay as well as the 

hurdles an individual needs to overcome in regard to establish and maintain a life as a Jeepney 

driver or owner. It explores the revenues and expenditures that come with this profession and 

the characteristics of the driver's associations. Furthermore, this paper serves as an up-to-date 

guide to acquire a general understanding on the practices of Jeepney driving as exercised 

nowadays on Bohol. 

                                                      
1
 The smallest administrative division in the Philippines. 
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1.2 Ethnographic methods 

The vast majority of information presented herein is collected through informal semi-structured 

face-to-face interviews with individuals who work in the business of Jeepney driving or the 

Department of Transportation in general. Moreover, participant observation proved to be an 

suitable and efficient way to quickly gather basic information and understand underlying 

processes. The study is completed with findings from past studies as well as online research. 

As any interview-based research, a main concern is the problem of social desirability biases. The 

interviewee tends to reply in a manner that he thinks of as socially acceptable within his setting 

or what he expects the interviewer wanting to hear. However, taking into account the high 

coherence in answers given from various interviewees as well as similar findings by Güss & 

Tuason and information presented in online resources, this issue proved to be negligible. Since I 

do not speak Tagalog or Boholano, the interviews were conducted in English. While the 

majority of interviewees understood and spoke English proficient enough to communicate 

without problems, in some instances this approach was not implementable. In those cases, a 

combination of hand gestures and very basic English or an interpreter quickly resolved the 

situation. Because the explanations of Jeepney decorations and paintings were conducted by 

owners and drivers and the remainder of my subject of research was mainly factual and 

numerical and did not require a great deal of interpretation, the common problem of cross-

cultural differences in values and understandings for example was no major issue and could be 

resolved with findings from the participant observation. 

In regard to participant observation, I took great care to substantiate by double-checking all 

findings with interviews in order not to project own values and understandings into the 

research. Considering this interaction between interviews and participant observation and vice 

versa, the findings in this paper can be expected to be as factual and truthful as realizable. 

1.3 Geographic location 

Bohol is situated in the Central Visayas and covers together with its many minor surrounding 

islands an area of a little over 4'100 square kilometers and is therefore the tenth largest island 

of the Philippines. The 2010 census indicated a population of 1'255'128 residents (Philippine 



 

 

Page 3 

Statistics Authority 2010: 1). Its capital is Tagbilaran City, located on the southwest of the main 

island. Please refer to figure one in the image directory for a map with the cities relevant to my 

research. The common language spoken in everyday-situations is Boholano, a dialect of Visaya. 

Official languages are Tagalog and English. 

2. About Jeepneys 

Public Utility Jeepneys (PUJ), or simply Jeepneys, are a very common form of public 

transportation in the Philippines. Striking are the many decorations inside the vehicle as well as 

bright and colorful paintings on the outside that make the Jeepney easily distinguishable from 

other traffic. An example of a typical Jeepney is available in the appendix in figure two. 

Compared to other forms of transportation such as taxis and air-conditioned buses, the fare on 

Jeepneys is lower and usually the only way locals can afford to travel long-distance. Depending 

on the region, passengers sit on the two long parallel benches facing each other, on the back or 

on the roof of the vehicle. 

2.1 History 

Following the formal surrender of the Empire of Japan on September 2, 1945, the United States 

Army left a great number of jeeps on the Philippines as they withdrew their troops (Otsuka, 

Kikuchi & Hayami 1986: 280). The vehicles were modified to the needs of public transportation 

such as adding benches and an iron roof for luggage. In the beginning, notable manufacturers 

were Sarao Motors and Francisco Motors, both operating from Las Piñas in Metro Manila. In 

the following decades, other factories and workshops emerged, mostly on the island of Luzon in 

close proximity to the capital. 

2.2 Practices 

Nowadays, Jeepneys have fixed routes with a terminal, where an officer of the respective 

driver's association is in charge of dispatching the PUJ at a given interval. Once the time is up or 

the Jeepney is full, the driver takes off, constantly picking up new customers and dropping 

others off during the trip. There are very few designated Jeepney stops where I conducted my 

research. It is necessary to give the driver notice to stop to disembark - by knocking on the 
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ceiling or the safety bar mounted on it (sometimes with a coin), uttering a kissing-sound or 

yelling a sustained 'e'. Naturally, those practices vary from region to region, but the knocking is 

a signal generally understood throughout the Philippines. 

Either during the trip or when getting off, the fare is collected by the conductor as seen in 

figure three, the driver's helper in keeping the Jeepney organized, spotting new customers and 

notifying when it is safe to pull back on the road. If the driver does not employ a conductor, the 

fare is given to him directly and usually while driving, he passes back the exact amount of 

change. 

To get on a Jeepney, the customer simply needs to stand on the shoulder of the road and hold 

out his hand to signal the driver to stop. If space permits, the customer is seated inside the 

vehicle, if not, he hangs on to the back of the Jeepney (a practice known in Cebuano as kabit, 

which means "to hang on") or climbs on its roof. The two latter are illegal and considered to be 

dangerous. A law however that is not frequently enforced, as seen in figure four. 

Please note that the Jeepney as a public transportation vehicle is not solely a Philippine 

phenomenon. Various sorts of share taxis, as they are called, exist in many countries and 

cultures, for example the Colectivos in Argentina (Scartaccini 2004), the Tap-Tap in Haiti 

(Thompson 1996) or the Daladala in Tanzania (Rizzo 2002). Usually encountered in less 

industrialized countries in Latin America, Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe, they serve as a cheap 

form of public transportation, both short-distance and long-distance. 

3. Rules, laws and regulations 

In this chapter, I introduce the conditions under which the Jeepney driver operates. It is easiest 

to start with the routes assigned to Jeepneys. 

3.1 Routes and terminals 

With a population of 96'792 residents (Philippine Statistics Authority 2010: 28), Tagbilaran City 

is by far the island's most populous city, its capital and therefore an important destination for 
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Jeepneys. It is not surprising that its terminal is next to the Island City Mall (ICM), Bohol's 

largest mall, and in close proximity to the center of Tagbilaran as well as the airport. 

From the bus terminal, operators drive customers to the furthest parts of Bohol in vehicles 

either with or without air-conditioning, resulting in different fares. The waiting spots for 

Jeepneys however are scattered in front of the Island City Mall (see fig. 5) and around the 

Public Market, with every destination assigned a designated place. Even though there are no 

signs, it is not difficult to find ones way to your Jeepney since Filipinos are very friendly and 

committed to helping. Dispatcher and conductor usher customers in the corresponding 

Jeepneys and once the waiting time is over or the Jeepney is full, the vehicle takes off. 

Considering the favorable waiting places for Jeepneys to Loboc, Panglao and Lila, one can 

suspect that those routes are the most frequently traveled ones. The vast majority of the 

Jeepneys on which I conducted my research were naturally the ones passing through Loay, 

which would be the ones heading for the terminals in Loboc or Lila and some to Valencia. 

It is important to understand that every Jeepney as well as every driver is assigned to a specific 

route between two terminals, one mostly being Tagbilaran. Those routes are contractually 

regulated and not interchangeable. 

3.2 Driver's associations 

Every Jeepney driver is required to be a member of a driver's association. Due to the geographic 

location of Loay, I predominantly got to know drivers and owners associated with LUDA (Loboc) 

and LODA (Lila). To understand the local regulations of the Jeepney business, I will refer to a 

very insightful interview with Wilma, a middle-aged woman living in the barangay Ibabao, Loay, 

whose parents own two Jeepneys and employ drivers on the route from Loboc to Tagbilaran. 

They are therefore associated with LUDA and all the information presented in the following 

chapter applies to LUDA unless noted otherwise. 

3.2.1 LUDA (Loboc) 

In order to be allowed to drive from Loboc to Tagbilaran and vice versa, a one-time fee of 

15'000₱ is to be paid to LUDA to be granted membership. Furthermore, the route needs to be 

"rented", known as the franchise. There are no fixed prices for acquiring the franchise, much 
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like the principle of supply and demand the costs vary. Wilma stated that she had to pay around 

10'000₱ for a franchise between Loboc and Tagbilaran valid for five years. She also mentioned 

that connections to officials may help considerably in getting a good price or even getting a 

franchise at all. And since the applicant for the franchise neither has to be the owner nor the 

driver, a befriended distinguished priest of hers filed her family's successful application. To 

substantiate this point, I refer to another interview conducted with a Jeepney owner and driver 

associated with LUDA who stated to have paid 15'000₱ for the franchise, another paid 12'000₱. 

The membership fee as well as the franchise are fees collected by the driver's association. 

Further fees apply, such as an insurance, issued in Cebu City by the Passenger Accident Mgt & 

Insurance Agency Inc. for around 2'000₱ per year and the local confirmation of this insurance, 

including an emission test, issued by the Tagbilaran City District Office of the Land 

Transportation Office for around 1'400₱ per year2. Having paid all those fees, the Jeepney is 

entitled to two round-trips from Loboc to Tagbilaran per day. The same limitation applies to 

Jeepneys operating from Lila to Tagbilaran. 

In doing so, a set of rules issued by the LUDA needs to be obeyed: First, the driver is to follow 

the dispatcher's instructions to guarantee a precise and regular flow of Jeepneys. The time 

interval in Loboc is five minutes, in Tagbilaran ten minutes. The second rule concerns the 

waiting places in Tagbilaran: Until 5pm it is to be in the Jeepney Terminal next to the ICM, from 

5pm to 9pm in front of the St. Cathedral Church in downtown Tagbilaran City. And thirdly, a 

Jeepney is allowed to be driven on this route for six days per week only. However, the driver 

may decide to do a special trip on the 7th day, such as offering his services to a private 

customer. 

3.2.2 LODA (Lila) 

It should not come as a surprise that regulations in LODA are quite similar to those from LUDA. 

First and foremost, what caught my eye was the enormous difference regarding the 

membership fee. To become a member of LODA, 100'000₱ is to be paid. Since this information 

was gathered in one of my first interviews, the fee did not seem excessive and the matter was 

                                                      
2
 Scans of official franchise, insurance and confirmation documents are available in the appendix. 
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not investigated further. The franchise is also valid for five years and costs around 12'000₱. The 

mandatory lawyer costs an additional 100₱ per month. 

In my very first interview, a driver from Lila explained to me the principle of the raffle draw. 

Every morning at 6am, the drivers gather in Lila and pick a scrolled paper with a number from 

one to twenty-two. The driver who picks number one goes first, after a given time interval the 

driver who picks number two departs and so forth. I suspect that this method is used to avoid 

the same drivers serving through rush hour, transporting more customers and therefore 

earning more money. More than likely, this draw comes into play in other driver's associations 

as well for the same reason. 

4. Revenues and expenditure 

As was already learned in the previous chapter, a variety of fees have to be paid in order to get 

a permission to drive a Jeepney on a specific route. Naturally, further expenditures apply such 

as the acquisition, customization and maintenance of the Jeepney as well as the wages of the 

driver and the conductor. 

4.1 Expenditures regarding the Jeepney 

The manufacturer, the engine, the interior, whether it is brand new or second hand, if the latter 

the amount of miles covered and the condition are just some factors that determine the price 

of a Jeepney. To get an understanding of the price ranges, I present a few statements gathered 

through face-to-face interviews. 

Junischio has been the owner and driver of a Jeepney associated with LODA since 2001. He 

bought it from Hebron Motors (Tanay Rizal in the outskirts of Manila) for 370'000₱ and paid an 

additional 15'000₱ for modifications. The transport from Manila to Bohol on the car ferry cost 

another 21'000₱. The total amount of 406'000₱ (around CHF 10'300.- at the time of purchase) 

was not paid by him, but by his sister's husband, a Belgian. He said that the same Jeepney from 

the same manufacturer would cost around 750'000₱ nowadays. 
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Wilma explained that her parents bought both Jeepneys in 1998 with the money their daughter 

earned working in Japan. They cost 380'000₱ (around CHF 9'600.- at the time of purchase) from 

a merchant in Bolacan, Manila. Shipping amounted to 5'000₱, a fee Wilma stated not to be 

fixed but a percentage of the value of the vehicles shipped. 

Another owner and driver associated with LUDA bought a second hand Jeepney in 2011 in 

Tagbilaran. He paid 140'000₱ plus 160'000₱ for repairs and engine upgrades, 300'000₱ (around 

CHF 6'300.- at the time of purchase) in total. A different owner paid 240'000₱ in 2012 for a 

second hand Jeepney, which amounts to around CHF 5'300.- at the time of purchase. The 

source of the money was not investigated further in those two latter cases. 

Nowadays, a brand new fully functional Jeepney from Sarao Motors costs between 615'000₱ 

and 695'000₱ (around CHF 14'000.-), depending on the material and configuration. The body 

alone with the chassis costs between 250'000₱ and 315'000₱ (Sarao Motors Inc. 2015). As seen 

in figure six, maintenance is essential as it is with every motor vehicle, an aspect not to be 

investigated further in this paper. 

4.2 Revenue 

The biggest source of income for a Jeepney owner are the regular paying customers. Those 

fares are strictly regulated on the franchise document in paragraph four. The following quote is 

from Wilma's parents' franchise from 20033. Even though over ten years ago, it is still quite 

accurate as will be seen in an example later on. 

"Applicant shall adhere strictly to the following scheduled rates: 6.00₱ maximum charge 
for a distance of not more than five kilometers; 0.80₱ per passenger per kilometer 
traveled or fraction thereof. Children less than one meter in height shall be transported 
free of charge and those from one to 1.30 meters in height shall pay half price. Every 
passenger is entitled to free carriage of ten kilograms of baggage and shall pay the 
corresponding freightage for excess weight." 

Student passenger rates are regulated as following: "5.00₱ maximum charge for a distance of 

not more than five kilometers. 0.70₱ per passenger per kilometer traveled or fraction thereof." 

To illustrate the accuracy of the rates, I double-checked the fare from Loay to Tagbilaran, a trip I 

                                                      
3
 The entire franchise document is available in the appendix. 
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traveled frequently during my research and always paid 20₱. As seen in figure seven, the route 

that Jeepneys from Loboc and Lila serve measures at 22.6 kilometers. As an adult without 

discount I pay 6.00₱ for the first five and 0.80₱ for every consecutive kilometer, which adds up 

to 20.08₱. Therefore, fare rates are regulated and strictly implemented. 

4.3 Wages 

Jeepney owners may drive their vehicle themselves or employ drivers and/or conductors. If so, 

wages have to be paid. Since there are no laws regulating a Jeepney driver's or a conductor's 

salary, this is agreed upon bilaterally between the owner and the employee. Before I present 

case studies however, let us have a look at the process and the fees a candidate needs to 

undergo in order to get a PUJ driver's license. 

4.3.1 Excursus: the Public Utility Jeepney driver's license 

In order to operate a Jeepney, the driver needs to apply for a professional driver's license. 

Requirements for a professional driver's license are eighteen years of age, being physically and 

mentally fit to operate a motor vehicle, not being a drug user or alcoholic, not being afflicted 

with any contagious disease or epilepsy, being able to read and write in Filipino or English, 

being clean, neat and presentable, holding a medical certificate with drug test issued by any 

licensed physician practicing in the Philippines, presenting a police clearance by the National 

Bureau of Investigation (NBI) as well as holding a valid Student Permit. The Student Permit does 

not require any theoretical or practical examination, only the presentation of an authenticated 

birth certificate and the payment of 317.63₱. Any Student Driver needs to be accompanied by 

an experienced driver who possesses a non-provisional permit at all times. 

Meeting all the requirements, after at least five months from the issue date of the Student 

Permit, the applicant may start the process of converting the permit into a professional driver's 

license at the cost of 585.26₱. First, the applicant must attend a transportation safety seminar, 

followed by the theoretical written examination containing sixty questions where a quote of 

80% is required to pass. Next comes the practical examination, driving either the applicant's 

own or the driving school's vehicle. Having passed the practical examination as well, the papers 
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are signed by the Officer in Charge of the Land Transportation Office and the driver's license 

card is issued.4 

For multiple reasons, many Jeepney owners prefer to drive themselves instead of hiring a 

driver. First and foremost, the revenue from customers does not need to be shared with a 

driver. Furthermore, a Jeepney driver generally has a decent social status, a fact that Filipinos 

consider to be highly important. 

However, for example if the owner is too old to drive himself, as it is the case with Wilma's 

parents, one may decide to hire a driver. Even though the unemployment rate in the Philippines 

(7.0% - April 2015) as well as in the Central Visayas (6.4% - January 2015) (Philippine Statistics 

Authority 2016) is below the worldwide average, the first priority in filling vacancies are always 

family and friends. As mentioned above, Wilma's parents own two Jeepneys and therefore 

employ two drivers. One is the brother-in-law of the previous driver who died of cancer, the 

other a good friend of the family residing in another barangay. Both drivers work with a 

conductor, who Wilma states to usually be a neighbor, close relative or good friend of the 

driver. Here, it is in both cases the driver's nephew. 

The amount of money a Jeepney driver generates ranges from 500₱ to 1'000₱ per day, Wilma 

says. Her family pays each driver a fixed amount of 250₱ per day and as required by Filipino 

tradition a tip, if the driver has had a productive day. The salary is given daily between 8pm and 

9pm, when the driver visits at the owner's house to deliver the day's income. From the 250₱, 

the driver needs to pay for everything: food, accommodation and gasoline for the Jeepney5. 

The drivers park the Jeepneys at their own home overnight. 

Further interviews with other drivers as well as owners who drive suggest similar salaries: 

 

 

                                                      
4
 The information presented in this excursus was gathered in an interview with Erwin Pattalingon, the Officer in 

Charge of LTO Bohol, Tagbilaran, as well as the LTO's official website (Land Transportation Office 2015). 
5
 Diesel, 28₱ per liter in Tagbilaran. 
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Interviewee's 
driver's 
association 

Money usually 
generated per day 

Owner's share Driver's share Conductor's share 

LUDA 1'000₱ 75% 15% 10% 

LUDA 700₱ - 800₱ rem. (≈80%) min. 100₱ (≈13%) min. 50₱ (≈7%) 

LUDA 1'500₱ 75% 15% 10% 

LODA  70% 20% 10% 

LUDA 1'300₱ Remainder (≈80%) 250₱ - 300₱ (≈20%) 

LODA  80% 20% 

Share of income itemized by owner, driver and conductor in percent 

What becomes evident is the fact that drivers (and 

conductors alike) make considerably less money than the 

owner despite their hard and demanding work. A quick 

illustration by Güss & Tuason on the subject of multitasking: 

"While driving a manual transmission jeep in extreme conditions - traffic, heat, tropical 
rain - with bills organized by denomination between his fingers and coins in a small can 
close to the steering wheel, he stops to let people off and on, collects fares and gives 
exact change, and deals with occasional conflicts between passengers or with other 
drivers." (Güss & Tuason 2008: 221) 

Long working days and difficult circumstances lead some drivers to consume a drug known in 

the Philippines as Shabú, tablets containing a mixture of methamphetamine and caffeine to 

keep them awake. An interviewee told me that a fix of this highly potent and addictive drug 

costs around 250₱ for one person or 400₱ for two people. The penalty of possession is either a 

100'000₱ bailout or lifetime in prison. The official law however clearly lists different penalties 

depending on the amount of Shabú in possession. Ranging from as low as 12-20 years 

imprisonment and a fine of 300'000-400'000₱ if the quantity of the drug is under five grams, up 

to life imprisonment or death penalty and a fine of 500'000-10'000'000₱ if the quantity is over 

fifty grams (Congress of the Philippines 2002). Naturally, the consumption of this drug is not 

limited to Jeepney drivers, but a well known problem throughout the Philippines due to its wide 

availability and low price, as stated in the World Drug Report: "Methamphetamine was 

identified as the most used illicit drug in (...) the Philippines." (United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime 2009: 147). 

Driver 

Conductor 

Owner 
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Now that an understanding of the revenues and expenditure that come with owning a Jeepney 

or being employed as a driver or conductor was acquired, it is utterly important to put those 

figures into perspective. 

4.4 Salaries in Comparison 

As the Department of Labor and Employment of the Philippines states for Region VII (Central 

Visayas), the daily minimum wage for non-agriculture labor is between 295₱ and 353₱ 

(Department of Labor and Employment 2016). Please note that those are gross minimum wages 

and are applicable to Social Security payments as well as tax payment as regulated by the 

Bureau of Internal Revenue. The Philippine's tax laws base on tax progression and the tax is 

easily calculable. A net taxable income between 70'000₱ and 140'000₱ per year is taxed with 

8'500₱ plus 20% of the excess over 70'000₱, resulting in an effective range of 251₱ - 297₱ per 

day (Bureau of Internal Revenue 1997). Those figures are relatively accurate as many Filipinos I 

asked stated their salary to be between 200₱ and 300₱ per day. However, considering the huge 

gap between low, middle and upper income, it is not surprising that many employees - such as 

the drivers not owning the Jeepney as well as the conductors in the table above for example - 

are not paid the official minimum wage. Jeepney owners on the other hand, earning an average 

of 879₱ per day (684₱ with tax paid), may earn about as much as a doctor or low-income 

government official. 

Nevertheless, a person's income in the Philippines cannot be discussed as black-and-white as in 

the previous paragraph. A driver or conductor may very well get benefits such as food or 

accommodation or works another job; the owner needs to pay for the maintenance of the 

Jeepney and its franchise and insurance. 

5. Jeepney design and decoration 

Seeing a Jeepney for the first time, what strikes the most is undoubtedly its richness in colors, 

patterns, ornaments and other decorations. 
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5.1 Data Collection 

To acquire a general overview, I took notes on twenty-two Jeepney rides during my research to 

gather data, split up in 24 variables. Apart from some numerical variables to substantiate 

findings discussed previously in this paper, I focused on those addressing decorations inside the 

Jeepney such as lights, sound systems and religious items. The table is available in the 

appendix. 

While the data might look rather unexciting at first glance, there are quite a few interesting 

aspects to be investigated further. 

 The type of Jeepney that is predominantly used in Bohol has a passenger limit of 

twenty-two people plus driver as regulated by the government. However, especially in 

the rush hours and starting from Tagbilaran, it is not uncommon to see a Jeepney with 

almost twice as many customers (case 20). Güss & Tuason experienced the same 

phenomenon in Luzon where different passenger limits apply: "Although a jeepney 

offers seats for about 16 passengers, it is not unusual to see more than 20 passengers, 

with some people squatting and standing in the entrance or hanging on to the side." 

(Güss & Tuason 2008: 216) To find a place to ride, customers hang on to the back of the 

Jeepney or climb on its roof, where an iron rack for luggage is installed. Carriers - little 

wooden benches - are set up between the two rows of the normal benches to provide 

extra seating space. One has to be very agile, careful and rather slim to get to an empty 

place. I was told that carriers are not allowed in Manila, but tolerated in Bohol. 

Nevertheless, should a police officer control the Jeepney, the carriers are quickly hidden 

to prevent a fine of 3'000₱. Since there is no other affordable way to transport the 

customers however, I have yet to see a police officer lodge a protest regarding the 

passenger limit or the carriers. 

 Out of twenty-two Jeepney rides, twenty drivers employ a conductor, a rate of 90%. It is 

evident that the driver appreciates the conductor's role as fare collector and assigning a 

place for customers, so the driver can focus fully on operating the vehicle. Güss & 

Tuason however experienced the opposite: "Sometimes a driver hires someone to keep 
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track of the passengers and collect fares, but usually he is alone." (Güss & Tuason 2008: 

221). This is rather surprising since their research was conducted in Manila and Davao, 

both being highly urbanized cities, where driving is presumably even more demanding 

than in the mostly rural areas of Bohol. A possible explanation for this phenomenon is 

the greater number of passengers in a prototypical Boholano Jeepney. 

 Religion is an utterly important matter throughout the Philippines, 90% of the 

population being Christian (Philippine Statistics Authority 2015: 1-30). It is common to 

go to the service on Sundays and give charitable donations, if one can afford it. It does 

not surprise that religion therefore plays a paramount role in Jeepney decoration as 

well. Out of nineteen Jeepneys, there was not a single one without at least one religious 

item, such as a Holy Rosary, a picture or statue of the Virgin Mary as seen in figure eight 

or leastwise a sticker depicting a religious affair. Güss & Tuason discovered similar 

items: "Samples of religious items were crucifixes, small Buddha statues, rosaries, 

figurines of Santo Niño, Mary, and the saints, with phrases like 'God bless our way'." 

(Güss & Tuason 2008: 221) When asked, the driver typically responds that those items 

guard the trip and bring safety to him and his passengers. "Religious decorations serve 

as requests for protection against harm and guidance on the busy streets." (ibid. 221) 

 Naturally, the lights inside the Jeepney are turned on when dusk falls. However, 

illumination is not the sole purpose thereof, but also to make the Jeepney quickly 

distinguishable from other traffic and easy to spot when waiting on the shoulder of the 

road. Most Jeepneys are equipped with various types of light bulbs in different colors 

and lighting systems to make the vehicle stand out from others. For the same reason, a 

few Jeepneys have sound systems installed. A driver and Jeepney owner associated with 

LODA explained that he likes to vary the genre of music depending on his passengers - 

rock for students and classics for older people. Most interestingly, Güss & Tuason stated 

additional lights and sound accessories to be the most frequently encountered 

decoration, even before religious items: " (...) the most frequent decorations were 

additional lights and sound accessories, for example sound systems or speakers, 

followed by religious and aesthetic items." (ibid. 220) 
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5.2 Items inside the Jeepney 

While the variables from the data collection cover the majority of decorations inside the 

Jeepney, it does not make a claim to be complete. The following is a list of items I saw in 

addition and which strike me as noteworthy: 

 Inside three Jeepneys, a big ceiling mirror was installed above the passenger area, a 

supplement that does not have a functional purpose. 

 On the dashboard of five Jeepneys, stuffed animals were exhibited, such as a teddy bear 

saying 'I love you', a stuffed pineapple and a stuffed banana. 

 Only one Jeepney was equipped with an electrical fan for the driver. Considering the 

traffic jams in Tagbilaran City and its outskirts as well as long waiting periods, one would 

expect a fan to be encountered more often. An inconvenience rather cynically described 

by Filipino singer Yoyoy Villame in the chorus of his song Trapik from 1978: 

"Everywhere, everywhere, there's traffic. The lines are long, it's hot. The trip is long and 

boring. That's why we drivers are sometimes peevish. You perspire all day. Your body is 

sticky. You smell like dried fish."6 (Meñez 1988: 44) 

 Plates with slogans such as 'Observe Cleanliness', 'No Smoking' or 'Barya lang po sa 

umaga' (translates to 'exact coins in the morning'). 

For a detailed account on the different decorations encountered in Jeepneys in Manila and 

Davao, I also refer to figure two of the Güss & Tuason paper (ibid. 222). Evidently, not two 

Jeepneys look alike from the inside. Many functional and non-functional decorations and other 

items make every vehicle unique and special. Regulations do not exist in this matter, it is always 

the owner's (and seldom the driver's) choice what to exhibit. Especially if compared to the 

rather identical public transportation vehicles encountered in many western countries, it is a 

joy to immerse oneself in the vast diversity of Jeepney decorations. 

However, what is probably the greatest difference and the most striking one are the paintings 

and other decorations on the outside of the Jeepney. 

                                                      
6
 Original in Tagalog. 
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5.3 Jeepney paintings 

As mentioned above, it is mostly the owner who decides on the paintings and decorations on 

the vehicle. This fact differs from the information presented by Güss & Tuason, most likely due 

to the different geographic location: "Decorating them [the Jeepneys, F.Z.] is a collaborative 

effort of both jeepney owners and drivers." (ibid. 216) As seen in figure nine, most Jeepneys 

feature many pictures, slogans, customized rims, bumper, horns and much more. The main 

reason, as discussed before and heard in many interviews, is to attract customers. As there are 

not many designated Jeepney stops, a vehicle with many paintings and decorations especially in 

front of and above the engine hood as well as around the windshield can be easily identified as 

a Jeepney and distinguished from other vehicles on the road. Güss & Tuason reach a similar 

conclusion: "In coding jeepneys' dominant colors, we found that many colors were bright in hue 

to attract attention in the crowded streets." (ibid. 220) Some of the paintings however are not 

solely intended to attract customers, but depict wishes and desires of the Jeepney owners as 

will be seen below. Furthermore, if the Jeepney has decent decoration and looks clean, the 

customer expects a fast and safe trip. A Jeepney without or with only few paintings on the 

other hand may be thought of as old, slow or unsafe.7 One also has to keep in mind that the 

Jeepney originated from army jeeps. What better way to take the reminder of war out of a 

vehicle than to paint it colorfully? 

Some of the paintings are arbitrary, others hold a powerful meaning to the owner. Güss & 

Tuason came to the same conclusion: "As a cultural article, it [the Jeepney, F.Z.] manifests, 

through its accessories and decorations, the values and sentiments of its passengers, owners, 

and especially drivers." (ibid. 217) 

5.3.1 Mandatory information on the Jeepney 

In addition to those freely selectable decorations, some information has to be listed on every 

Jeepney as required by law: As demanded by the Land Transportation Franchising and 

Regulatory Board (LTFRB), every Jeepney (as well as taxis and buses) has to display the note 

'May reklamo ka? Itawag LTFRB #2316221' on both sides of the vehicle as seen in figure ten. 

                                                      
7
 This statement was made by Junischio, a Jeepney driver and owner associated with LODA. Since most customers 

simply board the next available Jeepney, this is arguably a minor explanation for decorations and paintings. 
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This can be roughly translated as 'Do you have a complaint? Call LTFRB'. The number 2316221 is 

the legal phone number of the LTFRB Regional Office VII (Central Visayas) (Land Transportation 

Franchising & Regulatory Board 2016). A complaint can alternatively be filed via web form on 

the homepage of the LTFRB. To simplify the identification of a vehicle, the case number and the 

plate number, both issued by the LTFRB, is to be displayed on both sides of the car. 

Additionally, the number plate is installed on the front and the back of the vehicle as seen in 

many western countries. 

While the three items mentioned above is the only information required by law to be listed on 

every Jeepney, many decide to display the route the Jeepney drives - for example 'Tagbilaran - 

Loboc'. Furthermore, the vast majority of Jeepneys have names which are usually written on 

top of the windshield. 

5.3.2 Optional paintings 

There is no limit to the creativity of Jeepney owners when it comes to decorating their vehicle. 

Although some decide to paint only the mandatory information, the majority is more 

expressive. Words cannot describe these works of art, so refer to figure eleven to start with a 

few examples of great resourcefulness. 

Similar to the choice of decorations inside the Jeepney, religion plays a weighty role on the 

paintings encountered on its outside. "Similar to the jeepneys' decorations, religion was a 

dominant theme in the stickers, paintings, and pictures as well (...) " (Güss & Tuason 2008: 222). 

The rest is a mixture of pictures and slogans that the Jeepney owner or a member of his family 

is fond of or has pleasant memories thereof, honors the buyer of the Jeepney or deceased 

relatives or simply is thought to be looking nice and appropriate. 

While it is unnecessary to list every item I encountered during my research, it is helpful to 

categorize and give some examples. Also refer to figure three of the Güss & Tuason paper for a 

detailed account on the different stickers, pictures and paintings encountered on Jeepneys in 

Manila and Davao (ibid. 223). 
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 Religion: the official logo of the Great Jubilee in 2000, a major event in the Roman 

Catholic Church to celebrate the mercy of God and forgiveness of sins. Multiple pictures 

and drawings of Jesus, the Virgin Mary and the Pope. 

 Automotive industry: Formula One car with the slogan 'live fast'. Multiple drawings of 

sporting cars. Mercedes Star on the engine hood, the BMW logo and the Ferrari Stallion. 

Logos of Dunlop and Bridgestone (both tires) and Havoline (motor oil). Slogans 'Eagle 

Power', 'Desert Fox', 'Dirtwheel', 'Power Engine' or 'Overdrive'. 

 Culture: Sylvester Stallone smoking a cigarette. Portrait of the Beatles. Dragon ball 

character since the owner's son is fond of the series. Picture of Winnie the Pooh. Logos 

and slogans of Looney Tunes, 'Damn Yankees', 'Ecstasy' or 'Westcoast'. The somewhat 

surprising preponderance of western symbols in culture as well as in the automotive 

industry was explained by Güss & Tuason as following: "Advertisements about cars (e.g. 

BMW, Lamborghini, Mercedes Benz) and other products (Guess, McDonald's, Levi's) 

display the Filipino's colonial mentality, that is, an obvious preference for anything 

'Stateside' and an inferiority complex over things made locally." (Güss & Tuason 2008: 

224) 

 Eroticism and love: Drawing of a nude woman with long hair. Drawing of a mermaid. 

Heart made of cord. Metal plate of the Playboy Bunny. 

 Names of Jeepneys - as discussed previously usually painted above the front windshield: 

Nature Lover, Wisdom, Mother of Perpetual Help, Miraculous Medal, Prestige, Texas 

Blues, Striker 2, In God we trust, Chariot, Jasvee, Sleepy, Sofia, Ronin, Chescka, Am-Am, 

Enerlu, Giana, Adelie, Edmirzi, Jaja, Maja Joy, Neldan and so forth. 

The creativity in name giving clearly reflects the broad variety of decorations and paintings seen 

in and on many Jeepneys throughout the Philippines. 

6. Synopsis 

We have learned a great deal about different areas in the Jeepney business on Bohol and in the 

Philippines in general. The rules that ensure a regulated operational flow, such as designated 

terminals and precise dispatchment of Jeepneys. The expenses that come with acquiring a 
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Jeepney, applying for a franchise and a professional driver's license and how to do it. I 

described how income in the form of fares by passengers is regulated in a legal document and 

strictly implemented. The striking difference in salary of a driver or conductor when compared 

to the owner and consequently put those figures into perspective. And last but not least, we 

have immersed ourselves in the fascinating diversity of Jeepney decorations. There are not two 

Jeepneys who look alike, the owners put great effort in creating a vehicle that stands out from 

others, impresses with richness in color and remains functional and safe. 

Examining the Jeepney is a great way to get to know a part of the Philippines and the Filipinos. 

As Güss & Tuason wrote: "A country's means of transportation can reveal a poignant 

description of that society's dynamic values and culture." (Güss & Tuason 2008: 216)8 The 

tendency to complex bureaucracy and fondness for strictly regulated protocols quickly becomes 

apparent. The importance of religion clearly reflects in the choice of decorations inside and the 

paintings outside the Jeepney. The fact that every Jeepney owner and driver as well as every 

conductor I met was male attests to the significance of gender roles in regard to traffic-related 

professions. The openness towards western capitalist culture and values is depicted in portraits 

of Sylvester Stallone, the logo of Looney Tunes, a Gulf oil sticker or a friendly smile towards a 

foreigner followed by a genuine and sincere question to start a conversation. The fact that the 

fare collection works without the need of a receipt attests to the honesty of the passenger. The 

willingness to show a stranger to a Jeepney to his destination proves friendliness and 

helpfulness and not wanting a reward demonstrates modesty. 

When compared to the paper by Güss & Tuason, it is striking that albeit the different 

geographic location and a time difference of almost ten years, much of the findings presented 

in this paper are similar. The Jeepney is a paramount element of the Philippine public 

transportation system nowadays as it has been for decades. And a structure this adequately 

adapted to crucial factors such as a typical Filipino's spending capacity, the ability to travel both 

long-distance and short-distance in the same vehicle, short waiting periods and a relatively high 

network density cannot be expected to vanish any time soon. 

                                                      
8
 A country's means of transportation cannot reveal the entirety of a society's values and culture. It can however 

introduce a foreigner to a fraction of a society's values and culture in an easily accessible way. 
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8. Appendix 

8.1 Image Directory 
Unless noted otherwise, all the photos presented herein are taken by the author, Florian Zeiter. 

Fig. 1 - the southwest of Bohol with its major cities and villages relevant to my research. 
Satellite view on Google Maps with layer tags created by F.Z. 

 

Fig. 2 - a colourful Jeepney in Loay. 15 January 2015 in Loay. 
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Fig. 3 - the conductor holds the money in a way that allows quick access to change. 
13 February 2015 in Loay. 

 
 

Fig. 4 - police car with red lights, filmed from the roof of a Jeepney. 
13 February 2015 in Tagbilaran, screenshot of a video frame. 
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Fig. 5 - location of the Jeepney and Bus Terminals next to the ICM and the Public Market. 
Satellite view on Google Maps with layer tags created by F.Z. 

Fig. 6 - regular maintenance is crucial in keeping the Jeepney running smoothly. 
16 Mai 2015, photo taken by Bettina Beer. 
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Fig. 7 - the route from Loay to Tagbilaran City as traveled by the Jeepneys. 
Satellite view on Google Maps with road directions from Loay to Tagbilaran ICM. 

 

 
Fig. 8 - various religious items such as a few Holy Rosaries and a picture of the Virgin of Regla 

('Birhen sa Regla' in Tagalog), a title given to the Holy Mary by the natives of Cebu City. 
Installed above the front windshield. 13 January 2015 while traveling from Loay to Tagbilaran. 
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Fig. 9 - a Jeepney on the road between Alegria Sur and Loay. 15 January 2015. 

 

 
 

 

    
Fig. 10 - the three attributes required to be painted on every Jeepney. 

15 January 2015 at the terminal of Lila (applies to both pictures). 
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Fig. 11 - Jeepneys are usually easy to distinguish from other vehicles. 
top: 15 January 2015 on the road between Alegria Sur and Loay. 

middle left: 15 January 2015 at the terminal of Lila. 
middle right: 15 January 2015 on the road between Loay and Alegria Sur. 

bottom: 15 January 2015 in Loay. 
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8.2 Jeepney Variables 

case 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

date 
13
01 

14
01 

15
01 

16
01 

19
01 

21
01 

23
01 

23
01 

26
01 

30
01 

31
01 

31
01 

03
02 

03
02 

05
02 

05
02 

08
02 

08
02 

09
02 

12
02 

13
02 

13
02 

timeIN 
16
48 

12
56 

07
38 

13
09 

08
27 

16
41 

09
59 

16
44 

10
05 

16
23 

10
31 

18
00 

10
35 

16
22 

07
49 

09
22 

13
18 

17
07 

15
07 

18
01 

10
16 

19
20 

timeOUT 
17
31 

13
02 

07
46 

13
44 

08
35 

17
07 

10
37 

17
23 

10
09 

16
29 

10
37 

18
12 

11
11 

16
54 

08
22 

10
43 

13
52 

17
53 

15
16 

18
40 

10
49 

20
04 

terminal 1 2 1 3 1 1 2 2 1 1 3 1 1 2 1 4 5 1 1 1 2 3 

placeIN 1 2 2 2 2 4 2 1 2 2 2 3 2 1 2 1 7 1 2 1 2 1 

placeOUT 2 3 3 1 3 2 1 2 3 3 3 2 1 2 1 6 1 2 3 2 1 3 

road 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 

conductor 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

seat 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 

paxBEG 19 15 22 24 13 11 14 33 12 
  

6 22 24 18 11 32 23 21 21 27 
 

paxMAX 35 
  

28 
  

28 
      

34 
 

32 
 

35 
 

39 
  

lightGREEN 1 0 1 0 2 2 2 0 0 
  

3 0 0 0 3 0 0 2 0 8 
 

lightBLUE 0 2 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 
  

0 0 1 1 0 0 2 0 1 3 
 

lightRED 0 2 3 1 0 1 3 0 0 
  

0 4 5 1 2 0 0 5 1 0 
 

lightWHITE 1 2 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 
  

0 1 2 1 2 2 1 0 3 0 
 

lightONOFF 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
  

1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 
 

curtPLAS 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 
  

1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 
 

curtCLOTH 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
  

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
 

soundSys 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
  

0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 
 

SSVolume 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 
  

0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 
 

holyRos 2 2 2 0 2 0 1 1 1 
  

1 1 1 1 4 1 1 1 1 1 
 

banner 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 
  

0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 
 

maryPIC 0 1 2 2 0 2 1 0 0 
  

0 0 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 
 

marySTAT 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
  

0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
 

Findings from 22 Jeepney rides, itemized in 24 variables 
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Please note that the date of the ride is shown as ddmm of the year 2015, the time of boarding 

and deboarding as hhmm. Naturally, when hanging on to the back of the Jeepney or being 

seated on the roof, I was not able to note the majority of variables (cases 10, 11 and 22). The 

variable values are coded as following: 

terminal the terminal stop of the Jeepney's route 

1 = Loboc; 2 = Lila; 3 = Valencia; 4 = Tawala; 5 = Panglao 

placeIN/OUT the place of boarding and deboarding the Jeepney 

1 = Tagbilaran, Island City Mall; 2 = Alegria Sur, Loay; 

3 = Loay center; 4 = Loboc; 5 = Lila; 6 = Alona Beach; 7 = Panglao 

road the condition of the road. 1 = dry; 2 = wet; 3 = wet & raining 

conductor whether or not a conductor is employed. 0 = no; 1 = yes 

seat where I was seated during the trip. 1 = inside; 2 = on the back; 3 = on the roof 

paxBEG/MAX the amount of fellow passengers at the time of boarding and the maximum 

lightCOLOR the number of lights inside the Jeepney in that specific color 

lightONOFF whether or not the lights were on. 0 = off; 1 = on 

curtMATERIAL whether or not the Jeepney has plastic and/or cloth curtains. 0 = no; 1 = yes 

soundSys whether or not the Jeepney has a sound system. 0 = no; 1 = yes 

SSVolume the volume of the sound system 

0 = off or not available; 1 = low; 2 = medium; 3 = fairly loud; 4 = very loud 

holyRos the amount of Holy Rosaries found inside the Jeepney 

banner whether or not there is a banner inside the Jeepney, mostly cloth embroidered with 

slogans such as 'God bless us' or 'God bless our trip'. 0 = no; 1 = yes 

maryPIC/STAT the amount of pictures and/or statues of the Virgin Mary 
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8.3 Franchise Documents 
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Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Transportation and Communications 

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND REGULATORY BOARD 
Regional Office No. VII, Cebu City 

[Gabriel Avelino]        Case No: 07-07-0831 
April (...) 

Application for Extension of 
Validity of a Certificate of 
Public Convenience to operate 
a [PUJ] Service. 

DECISION 

This is an application for Extension of Validity of a Certificate of Public Convenience for the 
operation of [PUJ] service on the route [TAGBILARAN CITY - LOBOC AND VICE VERSA], with the 
use of [ONE (1)] unit/s. 

In compliance with Section 2, Rule 8, Rules of Practice and Procedure before the Land 
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board, applicant submitted a publication issued by 
the publisher of the ["BANAT NEWS"], a newspaper of general circulation, [VISAYAS] as well as 
the newspaper clipping of the Notice of Hearing as published and the page of the newspaper 
when said notice appears. 

From the evidence submitted it shows that applicant is a ["FILIPPINO"]; that the applicant is a 
grantee of a Certificate of Public Convenience valid for five (5) years dated [NOVEMBER 
18,2012]; that the applicant is expable to meet the finances and responsibilities incident to the 
continued operation of the service; and that the service will promote public interest in a prober 
and suitable manner in view of the increase of population and business establishments on the 
route [TAGBILARAN CITY - LOBOC AND VICE VERSA], with the use of [ONE (1)] unit/s subject to 
the following: 

CONDITIONS: 

1. Applicant, [GABRIEL AVELINO], shall operate a (...) service for the transportation of 
passengers and freight on the authorized line herein granted the following service under 
denomination with the use of [ONE (1)] unit/s more particularly described as follows: 

MAKE   MOTOR NO.   CHASSIS NO.   PLATE NO. 
DUSO   4D50-126942   8PMM-919472  GXA-532 

2. Applicant is hereby required to register the herein authorized unit/s under [PUJ] 
denomination with the [TAGBILARAN CITY] Agency of the Land Transportation Office and to 
show proof of registration to the Management Information Division (MID) of the Board within 
thirty (30) days from receipt of a copy hereof. The Transportation District Offices of said unit/s 
and accepts it for REGISTRATION ONLY found fit for operation for public service. 
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3. Applicant shall mark on its both sides of the vehicles the panel route marking, indicating the 
line of operation and the same be readable enough for identification. 

4. Applicant shall adhere strictly to the following scheduled rates: 
P [6.00] Maximum charge for a distance of not more than five (5) kilometers; P [.80] per 
passenger per kilometer traveled or fraction thereof. Children less than one (1) meter in height 
shall be transported free of charge and those from one (1) to 1.30 meters in height shall pay 
half price. Every passenger is entitled to free carriage of ten (10) kilograms of baggage and shall 
pay the corresponding freightage for excess weight. 

STUDENT PASSENGER RATES: 

P [5.00] Maximum charge for a distance of not more than five (5) kilometers. P [.70] per 
passenger per kilometer traveled or fraction thereof; 

5. Applicant shall submit to the Board on or before March 1st of each year an Annual report as 
required by Section 17(h) of Commonwealth Act No. 146 as amended. 

6. Applicant shall pay to this Board on or before September 30th of each year the supervision 
and regulation fees computed at the rate of P [210.00] per gross ton per unit registered. 

7. The Certificates of Public Convenience to be issued by virtue of this Decision shall be valid 
and (...) until [NOVEMBER 18,2012]. 

8. The operator in the operation of this service shall observe and comply strictly with the Rules 
and Regulations for all Public Service in conformity with the: 
 (a) Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines 
 (b) Commonwealth Act No. 146 as amended 
 (c) Republic Act No. 4136 as amended 
 (d) Provincial Resolutions 
 (e) Municipal and City Ordinancies and all other applicable to this serving 
 (f) MC No. 05-RD7-008 

        JAN 03, 2003 

        (signature) 
        REVILALDO C. ELNAR 
        Officer-in-charge 

Applicant: Gabriel Avelino - Poblacion, Loay, Bohol 
The Director LTC Regional Office No. VII, Cebu City 
(...) Agency of: [TAGBILARAN CITY] 
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8.4 PAMI Insurance (Cebu City) 
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8.5 LTO Confirmation (Tagbilaran) 
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8.6 Driver's Licence Application 

 



 

 

Page 40 

 


